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HE other rverins;. when Donald
Allan rot out an old reslster
of the llormton House of fifty
years m, It reminded Ms

callers of the lines of James
Mhltccmb niley: "As one

who cons t even'tlme o'er sn album, nil
alone, and nuivi uron the facee of the
f lends thath has known."

Mr. Allan Is the son of the lota J. T.
Allan, proprietor of the old Herndon
House. Omaha's leading hostelry when In

it heyday. The son hns preserved an
old register hearing the dates of fifty
jresrs aito. . The names are of persons
who have since gained prominence In lo-

cal and national affair, and some who
mounted the heights of world-wid- e fame.

There are.arrme living In Omaha today
who can close their eyes and In fancy go
tmrk half a century to the days of the
city's genesis. ' The forthcoming opening
of Omaha's palatial hotel brings back to
mind the many changes In hotel affairs
since the time the steamboat's siren
aroused the hotel men of the city to a
state of anticipatory glee.

Bark Old Pays.
Tt Is, Indeed, a far cry from hotel life

here fifty years ago to the present-da- y

of the Wg hotels. To ewt
an Intelligent of hotel life
In Omaha fifty years sgo. It must be re.
membered that there were no railroads
Into the city. Purh as
lelKpnones. steam heat, jitney buses,
fanning water, la rooms and elevators
were not to be had. This city was Just
getting a start. The steamboat landing
was a short distance south of the Kern
don House, at Ninth and Farnam streets.
The postofflce was at Fourteenth and
ratnain, next door etui of the present
t'nlon Taclflc city ticket office. Twelfth
treet was - the principal business

The steamboats delivered
oth passenger and frlelght. Freighters

took their supplies from here overland In
wagons as far ss Fait Lake city and
Virginia City. The town was rather
"western." Oold dtmt was received In
payment for supplies. Indiana were fa.
miliar sights on the streets.

Donald Allan was 6dm In the Herndon
House during his father's management of
Ike place. He Is for the
1'nlon Pacific, and resides at SIT Thirty- -
seventh street. An hour or so spent ov
me old register he ' cherishes yielded
nisny of historical value,

.(earners Hearlater.
An Interesting entry on the old Herndon

register reads: "Btesmcr Deer Id are. tnr
Fort Ilenton, Monday, fTth, i p. m. t

Mtesmer Benton, for Fort Henton, Tues-
day, 28th. 10 a. in. Steamer Montana, for
M. Louis, Bunday, Mtn, 4 p. m." It was
the custom for hotel clerks to note thadepartures of steamers for the Informs

,. tlon of the public. There was much
river trafflo those days between St Louis

, and St. Joseph and Omaha.
Turning over the pages of the register

the name of C. E. Yost Is noted under
t date of March 22. ism. The signature Is

much tlie same as that of today. 8. 8.
Caldwell, father of Victor B. Caldwell,
president of the I'nlted States National
bank, registered on the day mentioned.
He brought his bride here from the east
and stopped at the Herndon for quite a
while. Victor B. Caldwell was- - ; at
the Herndon.

Brother af Mrs. Cleveland.
B. n. Polanm was a guest during March

of 115. Ha was a brother of Mra. drover
Cleveland. - The Folsoma had property

jiere. Against tha registration of
William Wallace, at present an d0' An w"k n,

it the Omaha National bank, was the
word "Fire." meaning that he wanted a
little warmth In his room. Hotel warmth
In those halcyon days consisted ot a
wood fir tha waa extra. It waa
something of a luxury. R. C Clowry

. registered as captain acting quarter"
master, V. 8. V., Ht. Louis. He since rose
to the head of the Western Union Tele-
graph company and Is well known her.

' The names of Henry Fontenelle of Decs-- ,
tur, Nebraska Territory; Joseph Lefleche,
l.lttle Chief, Standing Hawk, No Knife,
Whirling Thunder and White Breast are
also seen tii the old book.

Other guests st that time were J. K.
loyd, since governor of Nebraska, and
builder of the theater bearing his name;
Horace M. Uoies ot Iowa. C. Chllds, Mil-

ton Barlow, St, A. D. Batcombe and
.Orneral J. M. Thayer, later governor of
this state.

First I'. I. KB)laer.
The name of Peter A. Dey of Iowa City,

la., recalls an Incident. Dey waa tha
first chief engineer. of the Union Pacific,
His original Una of survey Included the
present Lane cut-of- f, and It Is said that
he rerigned because the company would
not accept Ma Lane cut-o- ff Idea. This
cut-o- ft was In recent years.
General G. M. .Dodge of Council Bluffs
Is authority for this bit of historical In

formation.
Another entry la that of F. U Couldock,

who was principal agent for the Yankee
Robinson show. Harry Fuller signed as
principal clown of the ahow, snd Yankee
JUblnson waa here in person.

J. J. lngulla of Atchison. Kan., who
wrote the luimtrtal poem,
signed Ma name on this realater. The
i.Riiics of E. Estabrook, Crounse,
Lieutenant Colonel 8. 8. Curtis. Major
General If. It. Curyts, Hen Oallagher. P.

V, liUchrock. Thomas C. Durant of New
York. 1). II. Wheeler of Pawnee Agency.
II. T. CIsrke of Hcllcvua and Dr. II. C.
Sloore may be seen. Dr. H. t. Moore prac-

ticed here until a few years ago. Durant
was ldtntlTled with tlie I'nton Pacltlc.
11. T. Clarke founded Kellevue college.

'Wei'Sl'sr Pnyder, flicl agent
tur the l'nion I'auiV, was anottier guest.
JunL At Lvans. locating englnoer tur
t" L'nluti Pacific, inscribed hta name.
He wss killed tfy the Indiana In Wyoming.
TtJvuns Pass. Wyo., was named for Mm.
' J. I. Redlck and sons" Is another entry.

- Otker Noted Nam a.
Other names noted are: Mdney Dtllon,

jiibi ui ;of the I'nlon Pacific; Lleuten-ai- .t

WiUniin- Cobura. afterward I'nlted
Rata marshal here; J. 8. Casement, In
ihr:- - of Hack laying for the Colon
lUci.U', and wr.o was with Sherman and
ti. XI. lo(lK lit the civil war; 3. Sterling
Morton, reurult'C ot Arbor day; E. K. Val-
entine of Iowa' cavalry, afterward con-fin;.- n;

I'aWU Butler, later governor;
w j J. Kroatch, 1.'. 8. A.; James A. Kirk

f rtilrago. soap man; George Francis
'"rain, wife and daughter.

N llile tr IkfrauB.
W. T. Sherman signed hja name with-

out sjy title and In a small, neat style.
His all affixed their military
lanWa-

Mention the Herndon House with-
out icfoifncs to the Oeorge Francis
Via :ii in Uletit would lx uncouth. Train,
who vas umle of e p. Bemla,
fou:ier mayor of Omaha. ' was known
for his eccentricities. He waa eating
Uii.i.-- r with a party of friends at the
lUrndon, when a draft from a broken
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window annoyed him. He engaged a
negro attendant to stand be w him
and the glass. When Proprietor J. T.
Allen observed the negro thus employed,
he asked Mm whether he waa still work-
ing for the hotel or 'or Mr. Train. The
quest heard the remark and took um-

brage, with the announcement, more em-
phatic than polite, that he would build
another hotel within sixty days and would
sea that there no broken windows
to annoy guests. He built the Cossena
hotel In sixty days. Manager BUjr
Bryne of the Orpheum ssys that Train
told about the Incident, and Donald
Allan likewise vouches for It-- It was
just like Train.

Miller and Rlehardaow.
The Herndon House was built In

by a. I Miller Lyman Richardson.
It wss the first large hotel built here.
M. W. Kleth was the first landlord, he
being succeeded by J. T. Allan. After
the Allan regime. Dr. U. C. Monell bought
the property and leased It to a Mrs
Bronson.

The following letter aneut the Hern
don House, wss written by Hllas Sey
mour. Union Pacltio engineer, and was
Included In elavago's history of Omaha:

"We found that the Herndon In

Omaha waa In a sort of transition state,
and Its guests, sa farmers says, 'between
hay and grass. Our longtime friend and
distinguished host. Mr. Allan, had been
called upon by Dr. Monell, the landlord
to surrender It use and occupancy Into
tha hands of Mrs. Bronson, who had
recently leased It and stood ready to
enter upon tha dutlea irf hostess as soon
as Mr. Allan could find It convenient
to vacate) the premises, all of which the
said Mr. Allan seemed In no haste to

tnit haoffl . pf'?,,,

and cost

and

.purchasing

teen

were

him

and

tne parlies in sirairay ouu
during which II was not un-

usual for Mr. Allan to visit the kitchen
In tha morning and find Mrs. Brohson'a
cooking stove standing In the place of
his. which had been ttT0wn over the
adjoining fence during the night, and
not Infrequently wera the guests of the
house stopped In tha middle of a meal
(while waiting", perhaps, for more warm
cakee), by tha Intelligence that the alova
had just been thrown out of .tha kitchen.
Fortunately for us, however. It was out-

side the fence, when we arrived, and
remained there during thu following day
and Sunday."

oelely News.
The Omaha Times of Februsry 4,'lHi.

printed the following bit of society news
Concerning the Herndon: "At dinner laat
Thursday the guests of tha ' Herndon
house at tha Invitation of Hon. William
A. West, their silting for the
purpose of testing the quality of a couple
of baskets of excellent champagne. A

number of toasts were proposed by Dr.
Q. L. Miller, Marshal Wast, Sydney Fad-doc- k,

Judge B. Wakeley, Captain Moore,
Mr. McConlble, James Beeley. 3. Vf. Pad-
dock, Captain Curtis of the ferry com-

pany's steamer Nebraska aad Joseph II.
Millard."

So much for the old Herndon house. It
outlived Its usefulness and went the way
of all things material. Tbe building waa
changed and enlarged until It lost Its
Identity and was taken by tha Union Fa-

il Tie for general offices. 1

First Hotel.
Omaha's first hotel was known as the

St. Nicholas, a log building 16x11. one
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story and located at Twelfth and Jack-
son streets. As before stated Twelfth
street was looming up as the business
renter1, with Farnam street beginning to
take notice of things. This primitive little
hotel was erected by the Nebraska and
Council Bluffs Ferry company and was
first occupied by William P. Snowdcn
and family. Mr. Hnowden waa known hh
"Uncle Billy" Snowden. He served as
city marshal and died during the last few
years. Tlmt was nearly sixty years ago,
tha beginning of Omaha history. A few
of the pioneers remember ,the old Kt.
Nicholas hotel.

After the construction of the Herndon,
the Grand Central hotel, which occupied
I he present site of the Paxton. was the
next hotel of any pretensions. The hotel-wa-

built on a quarter of a block, wns
four stories and of 'brick. It was com-
menced in 1S71 and the money was raised
by stock subscriptions among 100 Indi-

vidual and firms. It was completed and
opened during the fall of 1873. It waa first
named the Pullman, but after many pro-
tests wera made the name was changed
to Grand Central. The cost of this build-
ing exceeded first expectations, so a loan
ot SlOo.OOt) was secured from Edward
Crelghton, A. J. Poppleton and others. In
1178 the hotel wss sold to Augustus
Kountxe under foreclosure proceedings
for IIjO.oOO. George Thrall then took the
lease and he was succeeded by Charles
W., James B. and Richard Kitchen. The
Kitchens Installed an elevator, the tint
In any Omaha hotel,

Tkta Casus the Paslsa.
At :9fl p. m. et September M, 1H7S. fire

waa discovered In the elevator shaft ot
the Grand Central. The building waa to-

tally destroyed and five firemen lost their
lives. The Paxton was built on the site
of the old Grand Central and the Kitch-
ens have maintained proprietorship ever
since that lime. The site cost $.10,000 In
1STIU

Omaha once upon a time had a steam-
boat hotel. Ina pamphlet entitled.
"Omaha City, the Capital ot Nebraska,"
James M. Woolworth slated in 13G7: "A
company of twelve gentlemen, largely
Interested In the town, have recently pur-
chased for IIS, 000 a steamboat of the first
classthe Washington City which la
moored at the landing and used as a
hold. Cheap and comfortable accom-
modations sre thus afforded to -- 50 pe-
rron. Thu 'necessity of large hotel ac-

commodations may be Inferred from the
fact that there are now 1,000 people in
Omaha over our population ot last
March. It la reasonable to expect this
number will be considerably Increased In
two months." i

llaatlltoa llsaie.
Notable among the early hoetelrlua ot

the early day wag the Hamilton House,
built In S5e on Douglas street, between
Fourteenth and Fifteenth streets, by C.
B. Smith, C. W. Hamilton and H. M.
Judson. Mr. Bumham was the first
proprietor. Mr. Judson bought his furni
ture In St. Louis and accompanied it by
steamer, bringing six negro servants
with him. Among his regulat boarders
were United State Marshal B. P. Rankin.
Governor Cuming, Governor Richardson
and John M. Thayer. Tha upper part of
the Hamilton was arranged so that It
might be. cleared In short notice for ball
room purposes. Tha music waa f urnlahcd
by Byron Rod. Aaron Cahn. Frederick
A. Schneider and Washington Griafllh.

Work
New Fontenelle

Vm. A. Corrao Electric Co. I
' , !

Contractors and Engineers J

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI J

ALSO CONTRACTORS

DIackhawk Hotel, Davenport, Iowa
Muscatine Hotel, Muscatine, Iowa

. Orlando Hotel, Decatur, Illinois

Many gala functions were hcM st the
Hamilton.

Thn Wyoming was built In lf7 by
Isaac Edwards. Hene.tor Paddock was
proprietor for several years. It was first
called tne Edwards Iloufc. The cost
was $21,011. in 1.S the name was changed
to the Casement,, In honor of a Union
Pacific official. The name later was
changed to the Canfleld when George
Canfleld took charge. Mr. Canfleld built
up a large business.

The Tremont wss opened In 18,"i3. on tho
south Side of Douglas street i between
Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets. W.
F. Hwee.sy. still a resident of this city,
was proprietor. Aaron Root was with
Mr. Sweeny. This hotel was moved to
Sixteenth and Capitol avenue In 1S6S.

The Farnham House was on the north
side of Harney street, between Thirteenth

'4l,

and Fourteenth streets. It was built by
i . A. Gwyer In l.W. St. John Goodrich,
fsther ot former City Good-

rich, wss proprietor.

Where Pnppletoa Lived.
The Douglas House was a two-sto-ry

structure, the rear of which was ot Cot-

tonwood slabs. A. J. Poppleton lived at
the Douglas House for several years.
V ells brothers were the first

"Aunty" Psare, who died a yew years
agi at the Old People's home, was the
widow of E. T. Page, proprietor of the
Planters', at the northwest corner of
Sixteenth and Dodge streets. In Its day
the Planters' had quite a vogue. The
motherly attentions of Aunty Page won
many friends for the Planters'. It waa
first known as the Morrison. The build-
ing was erected by by Captain Faris, re-

lated to Mrs. Graver Cleveland.
The was erected In 1H6H by

D. A. Van Namee. In 18 the fad no
House, on Tenth, between Capitol avenue
and Davenport street, was built by D. T.
Mount. The Union hotel, a two-stor- y

structure, waa established In into by
William O. Florkee at the northwest
corner of Fifteenth and Dodge streets.

The Millard waa erected In 1M2 by a
syndicate Including Samuel Shears. J. E.
Market. Thomas Swobe, Kara Millard, J.
H. Market and George Glacomlnl.

IIme.
The old. Doran House, which stood for

many years at the southeast comer of
Tenth and Farnam streets, had a history
peculiarly Its own. It served as a sort
of a social center for the mechanics, who
made this their permanent home. Many
of the guests were employed at fhe Union
Pacific shops. Dr. Doran and his wife
were In charg. There was not mchstyle, but there was plenty of good food
and cheer. Life was worth living at the
Doran. The plac wag a center of local
political activity.

The building waa of three stories and
had an able roof. There
was a general washroom, and lanterns in
the hallways guided the boarders tft their
rooms. A bracket lamp adorned tha wall
of the office, and In winter time a large

stove hed warmth upon
an who gathered around its rotund body.
The mattresses were large and comfy.
There were dances, checker games, and
no one at the Doran complained of ennui.
Occasionally there wera musical func-
tions. Dr. Doran died and Mrs. Doran
married P. H. Carey, one of the boarders.
The name of the place waa changed to
Carey, and In the course, of time the
hotel was moved to Eighteenth and How
ard streets. The old building wag torn
down about two years ago to make way
for a modern structure.

From the St Nicholas, nearly sixty
years ago, to tha Fontenelle of today!
This period of time covers practically all
of the history of Omaha. From a rude
structure, 16x18, to the Imposing buildUur
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and when you say real taxi senric we
mean that we give service unexcelled any- -

where in the world. Our taxi cabs are of the lat- -

est improved limousine type and offer you as luxur- -

ious a car as your millionaire neighbor rides in. They are
driven by careful drivers and you are assured from the start
that you will reach your destination on time and be perfectly
satisfied that ours is "BXAL TAXI SERVICE."
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at Eighteenth and Douglas streets, stirs
tbe Imagination of thorx who have
watched Omaha grow.

What will it be fifty or sixty yesrs
hence T

Number 13
is at the

Fontenelle
A number has been excluded from the

Fontenelle hotel.
A number of what?
Of nothing. Just a number.
It Is the number "13."
In all the beautiful hotel you can't

find a room 13. On each floor the num

. v ' z : 3

v
:

FOR FIRST HALF and 4Cc
for EACH ADDITIONAL
Thereafter for the Distance Ride.

charge calling returning. Waiting
hour-'TH- AT'S SEEVICE."

0M
NEWEST
TAXICAB
MODEL,

Hoodoo
Not Used

Hotel
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bers prosress stesdlly from 1 to 12. anl
there they balk, they shy, they skip over
the fatal r.umrral. Then on they s
starting with 14 snd using such ss th
succeeding number of good repula s
they need. Even 3 is not omitted.

Talk about little refinement of con-

venience. Talk about forethought for
the comfort of guests.

Here's an example of It. What could
conduce more their comfort and peace
of mind than this, shielding them from
thi ha'cful influence of that dread
nemesis.

Never shall the sweetness of Fontenelle
guest's slumber be disturbed by con-

sciousness of that feared numeral on the
door, more to be feared than walking
under a ladder or having a black rat
cross one's path.

James T.lorton & Son Co.
Hardware, Tools and Contractors' Supplies

1511-15- 13 Dcdgc Street, Omaha

STORE
Goodrich Garden Hose,

Gifford Wood & Co.'s Ice Tools,
Yale Locks and Door Closers
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We Also Stcn I at the
HENSHAW

LOYAL
ROME
Hotels

and All Depots
, Better and Cheaper Service

OMAHA' TAXI
SERVICE CO.

Telephone Dough SO
Main Office 2036-3-S Farnam Street S. A. H0USER, Preside.


